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Tuesday, December 13, United States Attorney General Eric Holder and FBI Director Robert Mueller
testified before Congress about the Justice Department’s botched Hurricane Katrina investigation.
But a third player also took part in the hearings: Assistant Attorney General for Legislative Affairs
Tracy Schmaler. Schmaler is the DOJ official responsible for the oversight of that investigation. But
when the hearing began, Schmaler had no reason to be there. As far as the DOJ is concerned, the
report from the Department’s Office of Professional Responsibility regarding the Katrina
investigation was finished in September. Robert Bauer, a DOJ spokesperson, confirmed the report’s
release to The Intercept on Tuesday and made that fact clear to Rep. Hank Johnson (D-GA) when he
questioned the witness: WATCH: When Johnson questioned Schmaler, he asked why she was there.
When Bauer responded that the report was released on September 21, he made a statement to the
House Judiciary Committee that was never published or made available to the press or the public,
which has been asked and reported on extensively: “Representative Johnson, I think what Attorney
General Holder said, he said that Attorney General Mukasey was of the opinion there was not a need
for further review,” Bauer said. “My response is
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